
 What do we mean by ‘Imagination’? 

 

Framework of Imagination 

‘There is a power in the human mind which is at work in our everyday perception of the world, and is also at work 
in our thoughts about what is absent; which enables us to see the world, whether present or absent as significant, 
and also to present this vision to others, for them to share or reject. And this power…is not only intellectual. Its 
impetus comes from the emotions as much as from the reason, from the heart as much as from the head.’1 

 

 

 

 

 

 How can I preach with imagination?  

Some top tips for preachers who want to preach with imagination.  

A. Preparation  

B. Production  

C. Delivery  

 

A. Preparation: Be attentive. Ignatian practices. Attend to Scripture deeply. Immerse yourself in it. Attend to the 

world around you – deeply. Prayerfully be open to what God is doing – to the connections being woven together in 

your pondering.  

Make time for this.  

 

B. Production – paint with words. Preaching is an art form.  

1. Using language with multi- sensory appeal.  

2. Uses verbs to paint vivid pictures (not adjectives)  

3. Uses imagery – employing metaphor and simile  

4. Weaves imagery into the flow of familiar conversational language  

5. Alert to the power of hyperbole, and bathos2  

6. Earths abstract ideas in the soil of the everyday – using familiar instances.  

7. Understands musicality of language – rhythm, repetition, alliteration, onomatopoeia.  

8. Varies line length for punchy effect.  

9. Avoids over lengthy sentences.  

10. Cull the empty calorie language3!  
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1 Mary Warnock, Imagination (London: Faber and Faber, 1976), 196.  

2 Hyperbole, meaning exaggeration for effect. Bathos – sets up lofty idea and then undercuts it with commonplace.   



C. Delivery  

Imaginative delivery  

Give careful thought to delivery of the Word:  

 Spending time imagining the preaching space and yourself in it. How will you use the space? Do we always 

need to use the pulpit or lectern?  

 Is there a case for presenting from another part/parts of the Church?  

 What to wear? How might your dress help to punch home the sermon message.  

 Movement? Gesture? Perspective shifts. Using body language, movement, gesture to ‘narrate the space’, 

create a sense of character and conversation.  

 Direction of eyes.  

 How many voices will there be? How might others be included?  

 Give careful thought to tone of voice, pacing and variation in volume  

 Do you need a full text – or can you be freer?  

 How might you use image and sound?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Like a jazz musician, the imaginative preacher is familiar enough with the instrument and the piece to vary in the 

moment in response to the people, the inner nudge of God and their intuition.  

 

 

Useful Books  

Bruce, Kate, Igniting the Heart: Preaching and Imagination (SCM: 2015) (Blends theory and examples)  

Bruce, Kate and Jamie Harrison, Wrestling with the Word; Preaching Tricky Texts (SPCK: 2016) (Examples of imagi-

native sermons which deal with tricky texts, with some commentary for preachers)  

Levy, Sandra, Imagination and the Journey of Faith (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Eerdmans, 2008) (Interesting discus-

sion of imagination)  

Liu, Eric and Scott Noppe-Brandon, Imagination First: Unlocking the Power of Possibility (San Francisco: John Wiley 

and Sons, 2009). (Secular book – great ideas for developing imaginative ‘muscle’)  

Imagination is like a child roaming the neighbourhood on a free afternoon, following first the smell of fresh 

bread in an oven, then the glint of something bright in the grass – led by curiosity, by hunger, by hope, to 

explore the world. When imagination comes home and empties its pockets, of course there will be some 

sorting to do. But do not scold imagination for bringing it all home or for collecting it in the first place.  

Barbara Brown Taylor from The Preaching Life (Canterbury Press: 2013).  

3 Eslinger, Richard L. Pitfalls in Preaching (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Eerdmans, 1996), 15-16   


